Welcome to Worship
Connections

Sunday 28 November
Lectionary Reading
Advent 1: Jer 33:14-16; Ps 25:1-10; 1Thes 3:9-13; Lk 21:25-36

Next week’s reading
Advent 2 Mal 3:1-4 Lk 1:68-79 Phil 1:3-11 Lk 3:1-6

In our Region Ministry
When something hits close to home, it affects us deeply. During the Advent and Christmas
season, we journey through scriptures and rituals that are tender, heavy with emotion, and
vulnerable. We carry the memories and truths of this season close to our hearts. Close to
Home acknowledges the “already but not yet” tension of our faith: Emmanuel is with us, and
yet, God’s promised day—our everlasting home—is not fully realized. It names our deep
longing for God to come close to us. Our cover picture and this e reading is from Sanctifiedart
if you would like to read more, please use this LINK.

The First Sunday of Advent Homesick (Hope) (Luke 21:25-36 | 1 Thessalonians 3:9-13)
As we begin Advent with the “Little Apocalypse” in Luke 21, we remember how far from home
we are. The world is not as it should be. Many have lost their physical homes, many feel
alone, and many are isolated. Many of us feel as if we are wandering with no clear way
forward. This first week speaks to our deep longing—for our home to be made whole, made
right, and made well. With deep longing, we watch for God. Thankfully, God enters a
homesick world.

NBUC Advent Services
You are welcome to join any of our services below:
Saturday 18 December Open Christmas @ Balgowlah @ 10am
Sunday 19 December Superhero Sunday Service @ Balgowlah @ 9.30am
Thursday 23 December Cromer Carols @ 5.30pm
Saturday 25 December Christmas Worship Service
Balgowlah @ 9.30am
Cromer @ 9am
Freshwater @ 9am
Manly @ 9.30am
Sunday 26 December Boxing Day Service
Balgowlah @ 9.30am a relaxed Christmas lesson and carols
Cromer @ 9am an informal service
Freshwater @ 9am
Manly TBC

NBUC Worship Services
You are welcome to join any of our sites worship services listed below, don’t forget your mask.
To access our live streaming services please use our FACEBOOK page, we are currently
experiencing issues with live streaming to our website, we ask for your patience whilst we are
working on rectifying this issue.
Balgowlah weekly @ 9.30am (live streamed)
Cromer weekly @ 9am
Manly weekly @ 9.30am
Freshwater Worship Service weekly from Sunday 5 December

Balgowlah Site

Cromer Site

Freshwater Site

Manly Site

Prayer Requests
Our dear friend Olive Grigg from our Freshwater family in has spent a few days in hospital
after having a fall and breaking her hip. She is up and walking and is expecting to go back to
Wesley Heights in a few days. Olive is some lady, please keep her in your prayers.
Please keep Rev. Sisilia and her brother Apai Tupou-Thomas and his family in your prayers
as he is currently unwell.
Please continue to keep Rev. Alfred Palu, Pastor Jenny Johnston, Edwina Gowan, Allan and
Glynis Woolcock, Grace Martin, Anne Knowles, Joyce Todd, Margaret and Jim Thwaites,
Warwick and Mary Ball, Ailsa Nixon, Winifred Garland, Peggy Mathys, Barbara Easton, Ian
Howard & Lesley Alcock, Nancy Purches and Margaret Huckle in your prayers and thoughts
this week.
Continued prayers for Year 12 HSC students.
Prayers for all affected by floods around the country.
Prayers for all who have loved ones not well at this moment.

NBUC Activities
Please feel free to join any of our activities below:

Monday
Little Footsteps Playgroup @ 9.30am
This Monday is our last online playgroup from Monday 6 December we will be meeting in
person @ Balgowlah Uniting Church.

Tuesday
Cromer Craft weekly @ 9.30am
School for Seniors weekly @ 9.30am
Manly Meditation @ 7pm @ Manly UC
All inquiries please email Carlo on carlo.valpiani@gmail.com for the zoom link
Crumbs Small Group @ 7pm
Please join our online Bible study, email Max on treasurer@nbuniting.org.au for the link

Coming up Meetings
NBUC Congregational Meeting on Sunday 30 January @ 11am @ Balgowlah (after worship)
RMC meeting on Thursday 20 January 2021 @ 9.30am
Presbytery meeting February 2021 (date TBC)

NBUC Regional Mission Council
This week the Church Council had their last official meeting
for 2021, please keep an eye out in Connections for
updates on events coming up over the next 2 months.
They are looking forward to meeting in person once again
in 2022. A huge thank you to those on the council who
volunteer their time to ensure the safe and productive
running of all our sites, it is greatly appreciated. Glynis
Woolcock was sadly missed at this week’s meeting.

Finance Operational Officer, NBUC
An exciting opportunity exists at the Northern Beaches Uniting
Church multi centre as we seek an experienced individual to
coordinate and oversee our business and financial functions. This
is a part time role, 22 hpw.
Please email Stephanie on comms@nbuniting.org.au if you would
like the full position description or to send an application.

Pastoral care Worker, Kincumber Uniting
Applications are invited for the position of Pastoral care Worker with Kincumber Uniting
Faith Community, 12 hours per week. For more information and a copy of the position
description please email Rev Patty Lawrence on pattyl@powervisions.com.au

Presbytery Meeting
The latest Presbytery meeting was held on Wednesday 17 November via zoom, please see
a summary of the meeting below.
Welcomed to the meeting
Rev Sunil Baek (Central Coast Central Hub)
Rev Dr Manas Ghosh (St John’s Wahroonga)
Rev Liam Miller (now in Placement at The Forest Kirk)
Farewell retiring ministers
Rev John Candy, from Marsden Road UC
Rev Peter Robinson, Chaplain at Knox
3 Congregations and their Ministers welcomed from the Korean Presbytery
(which closed on 31 October 2021)
The Samil Congregation at Epping, led by Rev Sang Heon Ahn
The Senal Congregation at Hornsby, led by Rev Bomwook Choi
The Covenant Congregation at Gordon, led by Rev Sun Il Jeong
Newcomer Ready
Exit candidate Myeongcheol (John) Oh was presented to Presbytery, he spoke eloquently
and shared an impressive powerpoint presentation. Myongcheol was affirmed as ready to
be ordained and is looking forward to a challenging ministry, where he can be creative,
pastorally care for others and probably dance!
Presentation of Candidate
Dr Glen Powell and John Lamerton presented a new UME initiative, called Newcomer
Ready. The purpose of Newcomer Ready is to help congregations self-assess their current
practices around welcoming newcomers and make plans to improve these. For more
information on this initiative please use this LINK
Treasury and Business Committee
Treasurer John Barker and Business Manager
Geoff Leslie updated the presbytery on all matters
treasury and business related.
Ryde Uniting Church
The Ryde UC will close at the end of 2021 with processes to be concluded and pastoral
care of members to be highest priority.
Christmas Bowl
Andy Corkill advised this focus is on Esther and the refugee crisis in Ethiopia, this
Christmas Bowl have asked congregations to Like, Share and Comment on their Facebook
page, pray and give financially. Please use this LINK for more details on Christmas Bowl.

Rev Liam Miller at The Forest Kirk
Sunday 5 December 2021 at 2pm, full details on attendance next
week.

UCA News
This Sunday 28 November Uniting
Church members are invited to join with
other Christians in a Day of Prayer for
Myanmar. Myanmar is yearning to be
free after decades of trauma. Burmese
Uniting Church Minister Rev Gospel
Ralte has written a number of prayer
points for Uniting Church members in
Mizo with an English translation.
Please use this LINK for the prayer

UCA President Rev Sharon Hollis and Assembly General Secretary Colleen Geyer are the
newest ambassadors for the global Thursdays in Black movement.
Led by the World Council of Churches, Thursdays in Black is an ecumenical campaign that
encourages people to speak out against all forms of gender-based violence. You can
participate by wearing black on Thursdays as a symbol of strength and resistance. As well
raising our voices, the campaign aims to uncover the root causes of gender-based violence
and to identify misinterpretations of the bible and theology that have led to gender inequality.
The President and General Secretary said they were honoured to be Thursdays in Black
Ambassadors and hoped it would provide a platform and opportunities for greater discussion
and action within the Uniting Church and beyond.
“Something we have recently learnt in Australia is that giving a voice to people experiencing
gender-based violence is vital,” said Ms Geyer.
“For far too long stories have been silenced and the impacts of sexual and gender-based
violence hidden in order to discount the reality of what is happening. We can’t look away and
say this isn’t happening. We have to use our voices and every means we can to make a
difference.”
The President added, “When I pin my badge on every Thursday, I think about all the people
across the world who are also wearing it or dressing in black. To become an advocate is to
enter into solidarity with everyone in this global movement. A world without gender-based
violence, it's good work, it’s hard work and it’s holy work. It is a privilege to do this work
together and it’s so important.” If you would like to see their full interview please use this
LINK and also to find out more about this movement.

An update of the Uniting Church statement “Our Vision for a Just Australia” expresses our
hopes for Australia to be a nation that is just, compassionate, inclusive and courageous.
In launching the July 2021 update, President of the Uniting Church in Australia Rev Sharon
Hollis said: "With many people in Australia and the world still gripped by COVID-19, the
statement is a reminder of the vision of justice, equality, reconciliation and love that we are
called to in Christ."
"In the Uniting Church, and as followers of Jesus, we believe we are called to participate in
God’s life-giving mission in the world. This calls us to be communities of justice and mercy,
embodying God’s love, peace and reconciliation so that all people and all creation might share
abundant life."
The statement is a collaboration of those engaged in working for justice across the Church
and articulates the hopes and vision of the UCA in seven foundational areas. It outlines key
actions that should be taken by governments and the wider community to bring about
communities of justice and flourishing in Australia and beyond.
We invite you to use this statement to encourage deep thinking and to begin conversations
within your community, please use the LINK to read the full statement.

